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FOREWORD

Young people have been traditionally regarded as uncaring, indisciplined and lacking the ability to make informed decisions.  We disagree, and that is why the National Youth Platform-Guyana was conceptualized. We believe instead, that most young people are caring, disciplined and innovative. We believe that the platform has supported this view.

As the reports from the three (3) regions of Guyana in which the Platform was held were perused, it became clearer that the issues affecting young people pervaded across region, ethnicity, educational background and other diversions. It was also made clear that young people have an appreciation for the problems they face and are willing to confront the problems providing the relevant support. is available.

Young people have always displayed an eagerness to discuss issues relevant to their own lives. The Youth Platform provided an atmosphere for the 

discussions and those of us who have confidence in the capabilities of young people were not disappointed.  The platforms allowed the youth to interact without inhibitions and in an atmosphere that was not threatening.  The marked absence of adults (adults who were present were supporters of the Youth Development Thrust and were quite accommodating) augured well for self-disclosure and other open levels of communication.

The notion therefore, that adults must always make decisions for young people, must be urgently revisited for as young people on all of the platforms demonstrated, they are clear and fully aware of the obstacles to their individual growth and development. They are also very aware of the factors that hinder development in their communities, and more over, factors that hinder the national development process. The participants in the consultations were extremely pleased about their inclusion in the process of identifying the issues that affect them and of deciding which of these issues should be promoted. It is important that we note this, because young people invariably feel marginalised from the process of dialogue on issues concerning them, and as such they do not always participate or cooperate fully in such discussions. Apathy, marginalisation and social exclusion are real issues among some young people and when these present themselves, probing should take place to determine the causal factors.

The Platforms began from the premise that young people have the innate ability to empower themselves.  It also stemmed from the background that they would be able to contribute not only to Guyana’s National Development, but also to the Regional Development Agenda.  The platform was also based on the premise that young people have the capacity to make informed decisions and responsible choices.

At this juncture of Guyana’s development, Policy Makers can ill afford to give young people a narrow role in the decision making process.  Inclusion in the process is critical. Young people should be seen as agents of positive change and must be given significant roles to play within our society.

Trevor Benn

Director

GuyberNet

The Project in Brief

Against the background that there is a paucity of information on youth related issues, posited by youth themselves, GuyberNet, a Global Sustainable Development Information and Training Centre in Guyana, attempted to address this issue.

Utilising the Participatory Action Research Methodology, the Project sought to uncover the primary issues and concerns of young people in Guyana, using  three regions as pilot areas. The research is also founded on the basis of a growing recognition that young people can and do play very important roles within the family, within the community, and within the decision making process. How they influencing change in the economic, social and political processes however, is not fully understood.

The project has attempted to identify issues that are of great importance to young people in Guyana. These issues would be viewed, from the young Guyanese perspective, as matters important to their development over the next five years.

National Youth Platform – Guyana

Though the genesis of the Project rests in the paucity of information, from a youth perspective, about their concerns, a number of broader issues prompted the Project.  Among these are:

· A recognition that many young people feel alienated from the decision making process. (This is an attempt to make them inclusive.)

· The need to create an environment that stimulates frank discussions among young people. 

· The recognition of the importance of not only providing a description of the issues from a youth perspective, but also of providing prescriptions for change.

· The need to ensure that the views expressed are representative of all Guyanese youth - hence the regional approach to the data/information gathering process.

Rationale

The study focused on three (3) of Guyana’s ten (10) administrative Regions. A total of nine (9) Platforms were held – Two in Region 2 (in the villages of Lima/Windsor Castle and Sparta) and the Amerindian communities of Mainstay, Tapakuma and Capoey. Three in Region 4 (Two in the capital city Georgetown and one each in the villages of Buxton and Grove). In addition street children and students of Saint Roses’ Special School were included in the process. The final set of platforms was held in Region 6 (one in the town of New Amsterdam and the final one in Port Mourant).

The Communities were selected in an attempt to represent Guyana’s ethnic diversity.  A rural/urban balance was also sought and socio-political considerations made in the selection process.  The findings showed a measure of congruence across communities, regardless of political, economic or other differences, on issues of importance to young people.  The information gathering process was confined to the Participatory Action Research Methodology.

Issues raised  during the platform included:

· Unemployment

· Teenage Pregnancy

· Drug Use and Trafficking 

· Child Abuse

· Race Issues and Racial Prejudice

· HIV/Aids and prevalence of STD’s

· Low educational achievement

· Low value (attached) to Education

· Literacy

· Peer Pressure

· Poor/Lack of Parental Guidance and Control

· Poor/Lack of Career Guidance

· Domestic violence

· Truancy 

· School Dropout

· Poor moral standards

· Juvenile delinquency

· Suicide

· Poor Socialisation practices

· Poverty

· Prostitution

· Crime

· Lack of motivation /apathy

The research project revealed that there are some issues, which are common to young people in all the communities. Unemployment was a key issue. Participants felt that employment opportunities were minimal and in some cases non-existent.

Other adumbrations on the issue pointed to an absence of career guidance in schools, leading to adolescents making poor choices, and thereby marginalizing themselves from challenging career opportunities.

Teen Pregnancy was still regarded as prevalent, and from the perspective of participants, it has its roots in the lack of love, and in the stress and trauma of the childhood and adolescent period of development.  Some platforms identified parental neglect and low self esteem as push factors.  On the question of education, it was felt that little was being done to develop the self worth of teenage parents.

Participants were clear on the issues that affect and are of importance to them. The young people in Essequibo for instance, felt that those in authority at times conveniently consulted with them. The authorities however, failed to implement policies to carry out the decisions made on issues that were sensitive to their needs. The authorities either claimed they lacked the resources or they blatantly show disregarded for young people, and for young peoples’ ideas. 

The Choice of Communities

To ensure a balanced representation of views, all of Guyana’s 10 administrative regions were identified as study areas. However, this report examines the findings from a Pilot Study, conducted in (as earlier, mentioned), Regions 2, 4 and 6.  These regions, it was felt, are fairly representative of Guyana’s ethnic, sociopolitical, economic and other diversities.

COMMUNITY PROFILES

Region No. 4

Georgetown

Guyana’s capital city, Georgetown, was first established in 1748, by the Dutch as a signal station for observing and controlling incoming and outgoing sea traffic.  The Georgetown Ferry Stelling now stands on that site.

On December 10, 1781, British Lieutenant Governor Robert Kingston announced that the Capital of the Colony would move from Borseelen Island up the Demerara River, to the site mentioned above.  But while it was the suggestion of the British, it was the French who, having captured the colony from the British, started the building of the new capital.

The capital was bounded by two canals running along what we know today as, Croal Street and Hadfield Street.  The French named the capital “Le Nouvelleville”.  However, when the Dutch recaptured the Colony of Demerara, they renamed the capital Stabroek on the 14th September 1784.

The British took possession of the colony again in 1796, and laid out a plan for another town – what is known today as the ward of Cummingsburg.  Later the village of Kingston was established.  On the 5th March 1812, the three wards – Stabroek, Cummingsburg and Kingston were deemed to be Georgetown and in March 1837, Georgetown was made a Municipality.  It was declared a city in 1843.

 The present city of Georgetown stretches from Cummings Lodge on the East Coast of Demerara to Agricola on the East Bank of Demerara.  Its estimated population is 200,000 (two hundred thousand) persons, and is multi-racial and multi-cultural.  It is the seat of Government and home to numerous business entities, both public and privately owned.

Other facilities include 4 markets, more than 70 restaurants, 15 recognised hotels (recognized by the Tourism and Hospitality Association of Guyana), 5 museums, 7 national monuments, 3 parks/gardens, 1 international cricket ground, 1 first class cricket ground, numerous playgrounds/fields, 2 sport halls, 3 performance centers, libraries, more than 30 nightclubs/discos, and approximately 200 churches, mosques and temples.

While the physical state of many areas of Georgetown indicates that many persons are adequately meeting their basic needs, there are communities where the physical state indicates an economically depressed situation.

The sister villages of Buxton and Friendship are located about 12 miles east of Georgetown, on the East Coast of Demerara, in the Demerara /Mahaica Region (Region 4). Both villages were bought by ex-slaves after emancipation in 1838. Buxton, a former cotton plantation named Orange Nassau, was the first to be bought when in 1839, 128 former slaves paid Mr. Archibald Holmes  $50.000  for the 202 hectares (5000 acres) plantation.  Transport for the land was acquired on the 2nd January 1841. The village was named after Thomas Fowell Buxton, an English abolitionist. Friendship, also comprising 202 hectares, was bought in 1841 by 168 former slaves for the sum of $80,0000. At the time of the purchase, it was a derilict plantation with all of its buildings in ruins.

Buxton/Friendship is bounded on the east by Vigilance Village, and on the west by Annandale Village. To the north lies the Atlantic Ocean and to the south Farmlands.  The population of Buxton/Friendship is approximately 8,885 persons (1991), who are predominately Afro-Guyanese.  Youths between the ages of 18 to 24 number approximately 2000.

Members of the community are predominately Christian; there are no less than 21 Churches.  Of these, 10 have groups that focus specifically on youth and their activities. There are also three non-religious youth groups whose foci are social issues at both the community and national levels.

Residents of Buxton/Friendship share 2 recreational facilities with adjoining communities, and the community boasts some 8 dance halls.

Services offered in the community include a Health Centre, a Post Office, a Pharmacy, a Library, two Justices of the Peace, one Lessons Centre, two Daycare centers, a Gas Station and a Desktop Publishing Centre.  The Education facilities consist of 1 Nursery School, 1 Primary School and 1 Community High School.

The physical, social and economic state of Buxton/Friendship indicates that it is an economically depressed community.

Golden Grove
This community commonly referred to as Grove, is found some 8 miles from Georgetown on the East Bank of Demerara.  (This is in no way connected to the similarly named community on the East Coast of Demerara).

Golden Grove, a predominately Indo-Guyanese community has a population of approximately 7,758 persons (1991).  Of this number 1,747 are youths between the ages of 15 to 24.

The Village has one Community Centre, and has access to another, found in the adjoining community of Little Diamond. There are four Chinese restaurants, and ten rum shops.  Three religious sects are represented in Golden Grove – Christian, Muslim and Hindu.  There are also four youth groups in the area.

Services offered to the community include a Post Office, a Health Centre, a Resident Doctor, two Photocopying Centres, Drug Stores, seven Mechanic Shops, several Grocery Shops, and a Police Station.  There are also three Nursery Schools, and a Primary School.

Golden Grove’s physical makeup indicates that most of the residents are adequately meeting their basic needs of Food and Shelter.

Region Two

Lima to Windsor  Castle
Five villages are represented in this community, namely Lima in the south, and Coffee Grove, Daniels Town, Sparta and Windsor Castle in the north. The villages extend for approximately three miles across, and are bounded on the east by the sea defences to the Essequibo River, and to the west by the cultivated rice lands. 

The population comprises some #  persons, and can be deemed multi-ethnic with some 50% being East Indians, 30% Africans, 15% Mixed, and 5% other races.  The community has a mixture of middle and working class families.  The three main religion groups are represented in the community. There are seven churches, one mosque and three temples.

The community’s main economic activity is agriculture. Rice is the major crop and most of the residents are involved, in one way or the other, in its cultivation and or harvesting. Other economic activities include fishing, livestock rearing and vegetable farming.  

Services offered include a Health Centre, a Post Office, a branch of Food for the Poor, a Fish Port complex, a Bakery, a pure water supply, a few general stores, liquor restaurants, and mechanical work shops.  A rice mill and branches of Guyana Stores and A.H. & L. Kissoon Ltd. can also be found.  There are also two nursery schools and one primary school in the community.

Two playgrounds – found in Lima and Sparta respectively – offer limited facilities but are used for sporting and cultural activities. The major sports played are football and cricket. However, the community boasts a number of Clubs – sports, religious and civil.

New housing development is taking place in the western section of Lima, thus continuing the tendency of persons in the area to own their own homes.

The people of the community are very hospitable. Religion plays a very important role in their lives. However there is the underlying problem of drug use and alcohol abuse, as well as school dropouts/push outs.

Amerindian Communities

Mainstay, Tapakuma and Capoey are Amerindian communities that are found on the Essequibo Coast within the coastal villages of Capoey and Anna Regina. Mainstay and Tapakuma are located five and eight miles respectively, from the western side of the coastal village of Capoey.

A captain and six councilors who are elected annually govern each community. At these elections, persons who are eighteen years and over and who are residing in these areas are allowed to vote for representatives of their choice.

Residents in these communities are very religious; they attend the Methodist, Adventists, Anglicans and Full Gospel churches.

The area consists of large acreages of lands but most of it is white sand that is unsuitable for continuous farming. Patches of brown sand and other arable soil types can be found. There are also natural sites that can be developed into tourist attractions.

Logging, Farming, fishing, hunting and craft production are the major economic activities. However, over the years these have declined significantly. Most farmers are involved in subsistence farming – growing traditional crops such as cassava, corn, pineapple, peas, beans, sweet potatoes and peppers. Less than five percent of the farmers are in commercial crop production. Crops grown by these farmers are pineapples, minica#4 and peanuts.

Assessing employment in the communities is very difficult. There are no industries and as a result most persons after leaving school, leave the area in search of employment and higher education. This pull or push creates a void that has significant implications for development. Most of the young females seek employment in liquor restaurants along the Essequibo Coast and other areas.

These communities have direct contact on a daily basis with the coast-landers, are considered to be very poor. The average family income is less than twelve thousand dollars per month. In each of these communities can be found a Nursery and Primary School with “TOPS” (primary schools with senior forms), a Health Centre, potable water supply, Churches, Shops, and a playground without basic facilities. The common games played are Softball Cricket and Football.

Region 6

New Amsterdam
The municipality of New Amsterdam is the oldest Town in Guyana.  It was established by the Dutch at its present site in 1791 and was granted municipal status by the British on the 7th September 1891.

New Amsterdam is bounded on the north by the Canje River and on the east by the eastern boundaries of Symthfield, Mount Sinai and Overwinning. To the south lie the common boundaries of Overwinning, Providence, and Glasgow, with New Doe Park and Doe Park, and on the west partly by the western boundary of Glasgow and the Berbice River.

The town’s population is approximately 30,000 and is multi-racial, multi-cultural and multi-religious.  Its area is approximately 5 sq miles or 12.9 sq. km.  It is serviced by 40 miles of road.

New Amsterdam is the administrative center of Region 6 and seats the Regional Administration and departments of the Revenue Authority, the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Agriculture, and the Ministry of Health and Labour. Divisional command centers for the disciplined forces – Police, Fire and Prisons Services are also housed in New Amsterdam.  A wide variety of commercial entities are also accessible in the town. These include stores, banks and insurance companies, furniture manufacturers and a fledging hotel industry.

Several schools cater for secondary, primary and nursery education.  There is one senior secondary school, and four junior secondary schools.  The New Amsterdam Technical Institute, which was established in 1971,  is the second largest technical school in Guyana.  Continuing Education is catered for by the Institute of Distance and Continuing Education of the University of Guyana as well as the Adult Education Association.

There are some 15 restaurants in New Amsterdam, 6 hotels, 5 nightclubs, 3 sports grounds – one of which is in a deplorable state – 1 municipal basket ball court, which lacks seating accommodation, and approximately 20 youth groups, both religious and civic. In addition there are 40 churches, 3 mosques and 2 temples.

Services offered include a Municipal Market, a hospital that services the whole of Regions 5 and 6, the National Psychiatric Hospital, telephone, water and electricity. A number of independent clinics, laboratories and pharmacies also offer service to the Township and in fact to the whole of Region 6 and to a lesser extent Region 5.

Rose Hall Town, Johns to Port Mourant, Corentyne

Rose Hall was established as a town on the 20th September 1970.  It is some 800 acres in size with the acreage made up as follows:  Township – 228 acres.  Rice Section – 260 acres, Ground Provision Section – 203 acres and Sugar Cane Section – 109 acres.

It has a population of some 15,000 persons.  The township has two (2) secondary schools, one (1) primary and two (2) nursery schools. There are also fifteen (15) churches, one (1) Indian Cultural Centre, two (2) Temples, and one (1) Mosque. Fifteen (15) Nightspots/Rum shops and five (5) Restaurants are also to be found. The town also has a thriving commercial center and two (2) commercial banks.

The Johns to Port Mourant Area is some four (4) miles long and nine (9) miles wide, and has a population of some thirteen thousand (13, 000) persons.  It has five (5) churches, two (2) temples, and one (1) mosque.

For recreational activities residents make use of the two (2) cricket grounds, the restaurants and the many night/rum shops.  This area also boasts one of the most vibrant youth clubs in Guyana, the St. Francis Xavier Roman Catholic Youth Club.

Research Team

As with any project of this nature, choosing the research team was a critical element.  The selection was essentially based on the need to identify suitably trained persons who could facilitate the Participatory Action Research Methodology. The people chosen needed to be able to animate youths, and document issues and prescriptions/ solutions as adumbrated by participants.  In each Region/Platform, a team, comprising a Leader, two facilitators/animators and a documentalist, was chosen to enable the process.  The following are profiles for the various categories of persons working on the project:

1. Team Leader -: someone familiar with the community, youth issues, and having the ability to co-ordinate group activities.  Strong networking skills were required as this individual had to interface with groups, the Regional Democratic Councils and other stakeholders.  His/Her role was to engender support for the Platform.

2. Facilitators/Animators -: Familiarity with the particular community was essential but more over, an understanding of youth issues, and youth needs. A central role of the Facilitator was to stimulate debate, and focus the youth on issues raised. while encouraging the participation of all.

3. Recorder-: was required to be skilled in documentation and recording of group and individual responses.

Training and Orientation

Three days of training preceded entry into the communities. The Training Programme focused on:

· Role of Guybernet

· Context of the Research

· Goals and objectives of the Research

· Sources of information

· Principles of Participatory Action Research

· Research Process 

· Community Intervention

· Documentation

The Research Process

 Each team first entered the communities identified, and established  relations with the key stakeholders. The teams, in these visits, also collected information on the socio-economic situation of the communities. In the second phase, the teams gathered data through focus group discussions. Each discussion took one full day, allowing the youths the opportunity to voice their individual and collective opinions on issues of concern to them. During Phase 1, the teams identified and recruited several groups within the communities, to mobilize youth from the different organizations as well as unattached young persons.

The research teams worked with the special needs children at their school;  in the case of the street children, discussions were held with them on the street and at a restaurant.

RESEARCH FINDINGS

Issues from Community Discussions


One of the initial tasks of the team members was to enter the target communities and win the confidence of the young people. The teams explained that they were holding consultations with young persons to discuss issues that affect them and to arrive at possible solutions.  A common set of research questions was used in all the communities, to ensure commonality in the process. The process resulted in a wide range of issues being identified. The issues, which are common to all of the communities, are summarised below. Those issues, which are specific to an individual community, are highlighted under the respective community.

Unemployment

Unemployment was an issue for discussion in all of the communities.  It was found that the degree of unemployment varied for the various communities. The reasons for unemployment also varied among the communities.  In region 4, (Buxton/Friendship in particular), the closure of A Cottage Industry and the closure of the Skills Training Centre/Trade School, along with poor Drainage and Irrigation of the backlands, were highlighted as major contributory factors to unemployment.  With reference to the latter, farming is considered a primary means of subsistence but poor Drainage and Irrigation which results in flooding, is a disincentive. 

Some participants also alluded to the stigma attached to the people of Buxton/Friendship and the effects of this on its young citizens who go in  search of employment. One participant told a story about her search for a job in the teaching profession. When she enquired about vacancies at a particular school, she was told that none existed. However, someone else, whom she knew, was able to access a position in the same school.

The Buxtonians also lamented their inability to access loans from Micro Credit Institutions for the establishment of small businesses. One young man informed the group that he made several attempts to access a loan based on his business plan but was denied the loan on several occasions. 
The Region 2 participants saw the persistence of unemployment being rooted in the primary and secondary education system that was producing an unprecedented number of unqualified youths.  It was felt that the high numbers of school drop outs/push outs, truants and the lack of facilities, especially in the community high schools, were also causes of the unemployment problems. Poorly qualified, these youths enter the labour market, ill equipped for certain jobs.  They therefore have to settle for seasonal or menial tasks, or remain un/underemployed.

In addition, participants stressed that, faced with the present economic situation and the need to become independent, many undereducated youths encounter the problem of child labour.

Some participants however, felt the need by young people to satisfy short-term goals e.g. the need for quick money and the fantasies of life, has resulted in them seeking their fortunes in the gold and mining industries. This scenario affects both males and females. In the voice of one participant 

“Inadequate education causes girls to submit themselves as being child mother. With no proper education, they develop a low self -esteem. The absence of a father figure causes the mother to be placed with greater responsibilities. A young woman may find herself having four children for different fathers. Quite common, the youngest child’s father is more likely to be the one visiting. ………. .”

The Region 6 Platform while agreeing that unemployment is an issue, which affects young people, also attributed the persistence of the phenomenon to poorly qualified job seekers.  They argued further that the unavailability of suitable jobs for the qualified youths – also posited by Region 4, is a causal factor.  That some potential employers require experience from young people who have just come out of school, also marginalizes many young people.  Political Discrimination - described as the refusal to offer an individual a job, based on his/her political affiliation- and racial discrimination were also mentioned as reasons for unemployment.

In Region No. Two one youth said “I have six subjects at the CXC with grades I and 2. I have knowledge of two youth who have less subjects with lower grades and have applied for teaching jobs. Realizing this I decided to make an application. However because they have families that are affiliated with the present regime, low and behold these people are teachers today. I didn’t even receive a reply or an acknowledgement letter. I am still wondering. These things are frustrating.”

Teen Pregnancy/Parenthood


While the phenomenon is regarded as an issue (as was earlier raised in this report), a number of interesting points eminated from the platform.  Curiosity about sex was identified by one region, as a reason for the problem  (Region 6 platform), but all other propositions centered on the Teenagers’ Familial Circumstances.  Poverty, ill informed parents who have inhibitions about discussing sex/sexuality, and Parental Failure to assist in developing teens’ self worth, were identified as other causal factors.

Many consequences were highlighted, such as the teens unprepared ness to adequately parent his/her (in many cases her) offspring; the inability to provide for the economic needs of the offspring and possible instances of child abuse.  That teenage mothers run the risk of mothering a number of children (possibly while still in their teens and mid twenties), for several fathers, was also highlighted.  While some youths argued that teen pregnancy was responsible for the decline in moral standards among young people, others claimed that the argument could also be in the reverse.  They contend that the decline in moral standards in the society is one factor that has resulted in teen pregnancy. They all agreed however, that lack of preparedness for parenthood results in the inability to adequately parent, hence the resulting decline in moral standards.

On the issue of child abuse, the Region 4 Platform posited that it is the immaturity and unpreparedness of the teenage mother (for motherhood), coupled with the lack of concern by the men who fathered the children and lack of support from relatives, that result in the children being predisposed to abuse and neglect.   

Emanating from the platform was the view that the children of teenage parenthood begin life with several disadvantages, as sometimes they are required to have an input in complementing the family’s economic base, even at the expense of formal education. 

The Region 4 platform in an effort to draw a nexus between teenage pregnancy/parenthood and ill-informed parents who have inhibitions in discussing sex/sexuality, presented the following case study:
Case Study 1

A female senior secondary school participant noted that her brother, a first-year nursery pupil, went home from school one day and with much excitement, told his mother that boys have penis and girls have vagina. The mother, who is in her fifties, sat down and scolded him for engaging in such a discussion. The participant related that when she was thirteen years of age, her mother told her that planes brought babies to homes – yellow planes brought boy babies and green ones – girls.

Many changes have taken place in families, rendering some unable to cope with their new roles and responsibilities. Families have consequently become weak and in some cases dysfunctional. Other social institutions have had to pickup the slack in meeting family needs. The young people at the consultation, recognizing the deficiencies of the families, wrote the following poem

MEH FAMILY

Wel gal yuh still lucky

Yuh still can get an get nuff to

You can believe

The man ain’t give me waan cent

Nah even a blind cent 

Ah wha?

I lie

You ain’t know tory gal

You ain’t know tory gal

De man gat me waking

Early fuh cook breakfus

Doin yard wuk whole day 

And pun tap

When he come

Ten a’clack last night 

He watch me in meh face

An tel me

He wan buy nich clothes

Fuh de holiday

And he gat pay

Get back pay and overtime to boot

And seh he wan buy nike boots

And some pants by some Hilfiger

Dats why he gat to look suh

Like dem sick wha sheperd gat a he garden

Nah seh wah 

Nah seh wah 

Meh know meh husban

Dah a why me a tak

Wah dem pickney seh

He a com

Oh me gaad

Beta run

Run down dah step

Run , run 

Ah meh husban

Ah meh beg am

Fuh marry meh

Drug Use and Trafficking

There is no doubt from the platforms, that the issue of drug use and trafficking is considered by the young people in the Pilot Regions to be a hindrance to growth and development.  It is regarded as one of the issues of greatest importance.

The platforms indicated that young people resort to drug use for a number of reasons.  These include pressure from their peers.  It was posited that the youths experiment under pressure from peers to use narcotics.

The easy access to drugs was regarded as another reason for its use. The argument was that there is a correlation between the availability of drugs in the community and the extent of the usage by young people.

The participants outlined a number of reasons outside of peer pressure for young people’s experimentations with drugs.  Some of these included feelings of helplessness/worthlessness, the inability to cope with difficult situations at home and at school, rebellion, the reaction to relationships gone sour, low self esteem, parental neglect, and encouragement from adults.
The single reason posited for the persistence of trafficking was the “get-rich quick syndrome”.  Essentially this was described by young people as the idolising of the drug trafficker in the community for their wealth, and in some instances, the “recognition/popularity” he has acquired.  For some young people, such persons become their significant other or point of reference.  The desire is to be like such persons and in the final analysis, should an opportunity present itself to become involved in trafficking. 

In one Region 4 platform (Golden grove) there was an appeal for the drug situation to be urgently addressed. 

A participant, now in recovery, spoke of the effects of drug use. He summised that “when you see drugs, you feel like you reach high heights then you breakdown and get lost in another world”

The participants expressed themselves about the feelings of Low Self –esteem in this poem.

LOW SELF ESTEEM

I don’t feel good about my self

Sometimes I sit and cry 

My friends would ask the reason why

All dem youths these days 

Boasting they computer literate

And me, I cant 

Even get a date

Man I tell you

I got a friend name Farida

Always driving in she PathFinder

And me can't buy

A beer at the dina

But youths

I advising you all

Think high about yah self

And you will see 

Soon you will come off the shelf

Child Abuse


When the issue of child abuse was raised, as one of importance to young people in Guyana, three forms were highlighted.  These were (1) excessive corporal punishment from parents, guardians or elders, whether at home or school (2) verbal abuse and (3) profanity and sexual acts perpetrated by adults on children.

The child abuse situation was regarded as serious, particularly in the light of what was considered inadequate institutional support for the abused. Noting that even in cases where the matter becomes criminal and was engaging the attention of the police, in many instances, the abused remained in the custody or in close proximity (often in the same dwelling) to the abuser. Participants felt that a closer look should be taken at Guyana’s social services, from a support orientation perspective.

Region 2 participants felt child abuse was prevalent because of the lack of finance and because of delinquent parents who lack education and parenting skills.

The Region 6 Participants in concurring that child abuse is an issue of importance to them, presented the following case study:

Case Study II

In Bong yard, Port Mourant, a stepfather raped his stepdaughter and she became pregnant. She gave birth, the stepfather than buried the child in the yard to hide the matter from the authorities and the public. However, the matter became public knowledge and eventually the police was called in – the matter is now before the Courts. However, the stepfather is on bail and is residing at the same house with the stepdaughter.

Race Issues and Racial Prejudice


Guyana’s multi ethnic nature produces a rich cultural blend.  However, the Platforms identified periods in Guyana where ethnic diversity did not work to the country’s advantage.  One such period is the run up to national and regional elections.

Young people were vocal in the view that politicians in Guyana are largely responsible for dividing them along racial lines.

This was particularly interesting because they did not say dividing the country, but personalised the division – “us along racial lines”.  Youths spoke of having “friends” from the other ethnic groups, but noted that in the run up to elections, they made deliberate attempts distant from each other.  There is something that is unspoken; yet, all youths are sensitive to it.

Socialisation practices were identified as contributing to racial prejudice.  That one ethnic group is superior to the other was the view expressed in many families and children are raised with superior/inferior predispositions. In Region 2, a participant who is a nursery school teacher spoke of children from one ethnic group, refusing to sit near others of another ethnic group.    

One consequence according to discussions is related to employment opportunities.  Afro Guyanese feel marginalised as far as employment opportunities are concerned.  Many opined that the better jobs go to the Indo Guyanese counterparts, who are sometimes unfit/unqualified for the job.  On the other hand, Indo Guyanese believe that they are specially targeted particularly for criminal attacks.  That robberies and other crimes of passion are perpetrated against them by Afro Guyanese was a notion held by some participants. 

A participant from the Region 2 Platform penned the following poem at the end of the discussion on race prejudice.

RACE

If is not White people is Black and Collie fighting

Is what happen with Chiney, Putagee and Buck, are they not races ?

Oh so is our hair that makes the difference

So then we should have a baldhead race

Why Collie and Blacks must live

Like Crabs in a barrel?

It’s time to recognise

We belong to the human race

We are one people, one nation

With one common destiny.

Hereunder is a synopsis of the issues identified by young people, by region. Again, the issues highlighted across the board have been dealt with but these are the more Regional/Community specific issues.

Region 2
· Truancy – this may be caused by a sense of lack of self-worth, which might be the result of poor academic performance and a feeling of rejection by classmates and teachers (a poem penned by a participant on LOW SELF ESTEEM which better expresses this sense of worthlessness has been included in this document)

(b) The physically challenged may also be embarrassed and dropout of school as a result (e.g. someone with a speech defect may be conscious of his miss- pronunciation and avoid classroom attention by staying away from school).

· Prostitution

Young people in the Region 2 platform made a nexus between the persistence of this phenomenon and lack of employment opportunities. One participant composed the following song to help us to understand how prevalent the phenomenon is 

Chorus

Prostitution have become rampant today

Prostitution have become rampant today

When you see a woman, tell me what you see

All she wants to do is dress fancy

If you think I be lie 

Play dead and open one eye

Chorus

Prostitution have become rampant today

Prostitution have become rampant today

Woman want to look nice 

Woman want to look sweet

Right from her head 

Straight down to her feet

 Chorus

Prostitution have become rampant today

Prostitution have become rampant today

Nowadays the girls them want to look big

The hair not long so they put on a wig

Gone on the road to get a boyfriend 

One little prick and that is the end

Chorus

Prostitution have become rampant today

Prostitution have become rampant today

Prostitution is a thing that a cant understand

Even the men them want to carry on

Them a walk and talk just like a girl

Them a grow them hair and give it a curl

Chorus

Prostitution have become rampant today

Prostitution have become rampant today

Me say prostitution has become rampant today 

Prostitution have become rampant today.

· Poverty

· Lack of family life education

· Illiteracy – the group posited that some reasons for its persistence are

       (a) A disinterest in the formal school system

       (b) Favoritism in school

       (c) Unstable families/ problems at home.

· Exploitation

The following originated from a participant in the Region 2 Platform to describe the situation regarding illiteracy in the region

Illiteracy 

Me bin young and foolish

Me drop out a school 

Me ah even pass me name

Dah ting wha name read and rite was

Neva me game

Marble, ketcha and littie bin 

Ah me subject

So guess wha ? Me a suffa 

No job, no money, nah even a propa marriage

Ah wha me mus do now

Gu a school now ?

E too late

The following is another demonstration of the poetic ability of the Region 2 participants.  In an effort to express the fact that gender issues are of relevance to them they wrote

Gender Bias

Every where you turn

Is gender bias

Man and woman fighting for the highest

Partialism is the game now

Everyone breaking vows

Ladies by themselves

And talking name

While men inside 

Playing their own game

No matter how it comes

Or in which order

Man and woman

Cannot do without each other

Region 4

· Low Educational Standards

· Poverty

· Limers

· Peer Pressure

· Parental Dominance

· Poor Teacher/Pupil Relations

The Region 4 Platform was inclusive of young people with special needs. Two (2) Target Groups were identified.. These included the St. Roses’ Special School and the young people who live on or spend extended periods on the street – Street Children.

Issues Raised at St. Roses’ Special School

· Inadequate space in classroom.

Rooms are over crowded and this limits the extent of activities the youths are involved in.

· Inadequate equipment – Typewriters, Braille material, Tools that can aid the promotion of general student activities.

Meeting with Street Children

Street children,, regarded as Children In Especially Difficult Circumstances are a problem in Guyana’s urban centers. There is one known systematic approach to redressing the situation - the Drop-In Centre in central Georgetown. This programme however still has many deficiencies as the final objective should be one of reconnecting the youths with their families and / or otherwise seeking to assist or to enhance their social functioning whether singularly or in groups. Interestingly this target group spoke of their families, which suggests that they have maintained those ties however tenuous. 

Causal Factors for the persistence of the phenomenon (as identified by the street children themselves)

· Verbal and / or Sexual Abuse

· Poor Relations at home (particularly where there are blended families. They spoke of poor relation with step parent/s)

· Migration of Parent or Guardian

· Poverty

Activities While on the Street as Identified by the Street Children

· Mendicancy 

· Gambling

·  Performance of menial tasks for income e.g. working as car washers 

Issues Raised include:

· Being approached by older men who request sexual favours. Often they are offered money but at the end of the activity, the men rescind on their financial commitment

· Rejection by wider society. They admit that they are usually unclean but are usually hurt by the reaction they receive from others.

· Physical Abuse. They are labeled as thieves and regarded as predators and as such they are verbally abused (chased) and physically abused.

Region 6

New Amsterdam

· Poor Recreational facilities

· School Drop out

· High suicide rate

The Corentyne Coast was identified as the area with the highest rate of suicide in Guyana. The Region 2 participants also identified suicide as an issue of concern. While they suggested parental dominance and rejection by parents or society as causal factors, participants in the Region 6 Platform proffered the following reasons for its persistence in their region

I. Violence in the home – spouses and children are abused by husbands and fathers who are addicted to alcohol 

II. Child abuse

III. Stress

IV. One’s family not accepting one’s choice of a partner

V. Inability to meet financial obligations – persons may have taken loans from the commercial banks for agricultural purposes, and due to the weather this may have failed. Realizing that he (as invariably it’s a male) cannot fulfill his financial obligation he opts to take his own life.

VI. Inability to find suitable employment to look after one’s family

VII. Parents set high standards for their children and sometimes these are difficult to attain

VIII. Youths have too high expectations of themselves 

Case Study (on suicide 1)

One secondary school student passed his C.X.C gaining grades 2’s and 3’s. The parents had expected better performances at the examination and there are reports that there was constant nagging at the pupil’s home. The young man was subsequently found in the Canje creek having plunged to his death.

Case Study (on suicide 2)

A “B” average student wrote eight (8) C.X.C subjects and passed with grade 3’s. She was expecting grade 1s when the results were announced. Reports are that she ingested an insecticide in an attempt at taking her own life. Fortunately she was found in an unconscious state and rushed to hospital.  Her bid to end her own life failed and the religious community intervened with counseling to assist the recovery process.

· Street Children

· Poor parental guidance

· Increase in HIV/AIDS among young people

· Lack of facilities for school drop outs

Port Mourant

· Domestic Violence

· Poverty

· Alcoholism

· School drop outs

· Crime

At the end of the Platform the young people themselves had posited several prescriptions/ solutions for addressing the issues that affect them. This document would now highlight the issues and recommendations from the perspective of the young people.

Unemployment

They cited the need to have the Work Study programme introduced from the first level of secondary schools. It was felt that this would aid them with the “experience” which is a basic requirement for most job vacancies. They also requested the establishment of more educational institutions that would train youths to fit into the job market. The creation of projects or small business enterprises e.g. fish or pig rearing, can also assist youth in securing employment. This would facilitate those who are not equipped/capable of accessing knowledge as it relates to modern technology. 

The creation of new jobs was cited too as a means to satisfy the great demand that exist countrywide. The government and Private Sector should open more industries. One such industry that was proposed by the Berbice youths is a garment factory. This they thought would offer much needed jobs and produce items that can satisfy both the local and export markets. Entrepreneurship should be introduced to the youths by allowing easy access to loans. Qualified personnel should then be identified to guide these youths in specific fields. This of course would serve to enhance excellent aspiring entrepreneurs.

Teenage Pregnancy/Parenthood
The platforms concurred that a precondition for the reduction of the phenomenon is a high self-esteem. Self-esteem building exercises should therefore be promoted. Parents need to encourage open communication with their children and youths in general. Youths within the Amerindian community felt that they should be exposed to extended school life through the establishment of higher learning institutions within the community.

It was generally felt that sex education should be taught within schools, homes, and churches. Youths need support groups in the out of town communities where they can visit and discuss such issues. Counselling should be made available to those affected. Youth should also get themselves involved in religious activities. It was also stressed that the not only the females but also the males must be taught about their responsibilities and the need to exercise self-control. Young people should get involved in recreational activities where their energies will be directed.

Drugs and Alcohol Abuse

It was felt that all members of the community should be educated on the use and abuse of substances through workshops/seminars etc. that highlight their bio-psychosocial effect on theirs lives. Advertisements portrayed should be graphic. That is, they should give accurate pictures of those affected by drugs. The government should implement strong policies/laws relative to the sale and consumption of these substances. Some youths felt that alcoholic beverages should be banned and children must not be sold these products.

Drug traffickers, they say, should be given stringent penalties e.g. life imprisonment/death. Efforts to employ undercover agents should be increased. Each region should have rehabilitation centers so that those affected can have easy access to counseling and therapy. High risk youths should be given the opportunity to visit the court, prisons, hospitals etc. so as to have a first hand look at those suffering from drug use and abuse and also those trafficking in illegal drugs. The role of the family is very vital in combating this issue, therefore, open communication and strong interpersonal relationships must be encouraged in the home. Parents must also guide their youths in legal income generating activities and encourage them to look to religion for comfort.

Racism

In addressing the issue of racism the young people felt that there should be the promotion of activities that would facilitate racial harmony. Youths should be educated on the cultures/customs of each race and at the same time be encouraged to respect persons for who they are. Such activities should be for both parents and teachers.

Emphasis must be placed on each person being a Guyanese and not being seen as a member of a particular ethnic group. Persons who find it difficult to relate to others of a different ethnic group may need specialized counseling. Sporting activities that promote ethnic and cultural blends should be promoted

Peer Pressure 

Participants felt that there should be the introduction of workshops/seminars to highlight both positive and negative aspects of peer pressure. The need for open communication lines between parents / youth workers / teachers and youths should be advocated.

Lack of facilities

This was a direct reaction from the Region 2 Platform about the general lack of facilities and neglect of Amerindian communities. The recommendation is that there is need for proper planning to facilitate the redistribution of resources evenly. Leaders were called on to be vibrant and supportive of members in the community. The participants clamored for the establishment of a youth centre in their area to facilitate recreational and educational activities.

Low educational values

This was cited as an issue and for its redress it was felt that increased job opportunities would be a motivation for one to advance him or her self academically. The educational system should have built into it, programmes that foster/ encourage young people to attach a high value to educational advancement. 

Lack of parental control

Parents themselves need workshops/seminars on parenting education to equip them with skills on child rearing. These skills would enable them to better interact with teenagers and children thereby promoting the kind of family setting that augers well for healthy interpersonal family relations. The need for open communication and easy access to counseling cannot be overemphasized. 

Domestic Violence 

Again communication within the family system and access to information and other forms of assistance are key to reducing the prevalence of domestic violence. Adults should be exposed to workshop/discussions where they would obtain information on signs to look for when a relationship is evolving into abuse. There is need to have those persons affected submit themselves to counselling. The Platforms also felt that trained officers are needed to deal with issues of domestic violence at the community level.

Illiteracy 

The issue according to the youths could be redressed if the environment, at home or at school, is conducive to learning. Special needs children should be given proper attention. Children should be merited for achievements. Parents should spend quality time with children by reading with them or for them. Parents should monitor children’s performance at school by talking with teachers, attending PTA meetings and Open Day activities. The value of education should be instilled and efforts to improve the level should always be sought. Arrangements to provide for the less fortunate should be the state’s responsibility to ensure that subsidies etc. are provided. 

School Drop- Out

The issue was identified and it was felt that Government should subsidise young people’s educational costs by means of providing books, food, clothing and awards for outstanding performance at each level. The less fortunate children should be encouraged to put a high premium on securing education.

Child Labour

Young people were able to develop strategies to deal wit the issue. It was said that the Ministry Of Labour and the National Insurance Scheme coupled with the Probation and Family Services Unit should join forces to bring an end to child labour practice in Guyana.

Truancy  

Reports of truancy should be reported to Schools Welfare Officers who should interface with parents and children to engage them in a problem solving process. Guidance sessions should be done in schools to empower students by promoting open communication, which would allow them to express themselves on any matter that affects them.

Lack of morals
The young people are of the view that teachers and parents need to work together to ensure that moral standards are upheld. They should assist in formulating a code of behaviour, which should be implemented within the school system. The role of the church is  also vital in this regard.

HIV AIDS / STDs

The young people’s recommendations to deal with this issue includes:  

· Abstinence

· Having intimate relations with one partner only

· The need for sensitization programmes on these issues with the target group being the general public

· Educate the public on the use/storage of Condoms

· Distribute condoms.

Incest

Children must be encouraged to report these incidents to their mothers, fathers or an adult in their environment (depending on who is the perpetrator). Again the need for open communication and respect within the family is emphasized. Again there is need for counseling services at the community level.

Suicide

· Strong family ties/relationships should be established. within the family system

· Religious leaders should deal condemningly with followers emphasizing that suicide is ungodly and unscriptural. 

· Guidance should be given to the youth instead of directions.

· Counselling institutions/services should be made assessable so that persons can be exposed to professional counselling.

Lack of Motivation

· Parents should provide guidance to children making use of opportunities to enhance their educational status

· Parents and adults should promote open communication where youth can discuss issues 

· NGOs should organize workshops for parents and youth on family and motivational issues.

Premarital and extra martial affairs

· The platform felt that good and effective communication with between spouses should exist.

· Discussion should be entertained on exposures/risks involved in AIDS infection

· Counseling activities should be readily accessible to assist persons/relationships to return to normal functioning

· Discussion on extra marital relations, their effects and potential for family destruction should be engaged in.

Crime

· Relevant authorities should host parental guidance classes on how to deal with high- risk children. 

· Crime fighting institutions need better human and other resources to fight crime.

Child abuse

· Children should be told early what is appropriate behaviour and what is not.

· Children must be encouraged to speak on matters affecting them.

· Increased social workers should be accessible in the regions.

· Stiffer penalties for abusers.

· Teachers guilty of abusing children should be placed before the court and not transferred to another school.

Prostitution 

· Increased job opportunities should be provided to allow the prostitute a wider sphere of choices

· The need for sex education at primary and secondary level of school

Poverty

· The Recommendation was that the education standards should be lifted so as  to ensure that persons are adequately qualified for employment and that the government and private sector should provide job opportunities for young people

THE WAY FORWARD

The Research findings suggest the need for a wide range of interventions, which target key players in youth development issues -: educators, church leaders, community leaders, the young themselves, policymakers, and student

council representatives, national and regional youth bodies and just about all      stakeholders.  Such interventions should facilitate exploring, in open ways, the means by which young people in Guyana could be empowered in the civil society by incorporating them in the process of change – economic, political and social.  Improved relations and communication will result.  Preliminary work in this direction, once it follows the research should gain the support of international stakeholders.

1. The communities participating in the research held locally organised feedback events in which participants shared with the wider community, in poetry, song, discussion and other activities, their perceptions of the research and participation in it.  These events served to bring some closure to the formal research activities as well as connect the youths of the respective communities to the findings.  There was a greater sensitivity to some of the issues, and realisation on the part of participants that indeed there are (still) some stake holders prepared to listen to their concerns and willing to encourage and support their active participation in the process of nation building.

2. Symposia should now be held to present the findings of the research to programme and policy level colleagues.  The participants should be drawn from communities involved in the project, governmental and non-governmental organizations, and representatives from the Ministry of Youth, Sport & Culture, the Social Sector and the University of Guyana.

Participants should be invited to address essential areas in their responses to the presentations of the community profiles and the research findings.

(a) The implications for policy, for education, employment, community organisation and development.

(b) The specific programmes and strategies for following up these issues, particularly for developing a deeper understanding of the specific issues and their impacts at the community and national levels.

(c) The implications for further research.

This project and its follow up activities are only preliminary steps towards greater understanding of the issues that are of greatest importance to Guyanese youth and ultimately towards removing some of the barriers that hinder young people from contributing to the economic, social and cultural development of their society.  It is clear that additional research, debate, and policy exploration are required. What is also clear is that participation is a critical avenue through which many youth related issues would be resolved.

Stakeholders must therefore determine why the education system for instance, has become somewhat irrelevant, resulting in young people leaving school (sometimes even with passes) and are marginalised from the job market.  Thereafter, plans must be made along with youth and community groups, and other NGO’s to reach Guyana’s youths and satisfy their educational and training needs.  

Generally, Guyana urgently needs to begin a process, aimed at reforming, and strengthening existing social and political systems that give young people access and opportunity to the corridor of change.  The need also to strengthen processes through informed and organised participation in the identification analysis and resolution of issues outlined by them, cannot be over emphasied

“Those persons who were fortunate to qualify themselves academically also found it difficult to access employment outside of the village”





“Curiosity could lead to experimentation resulting in Teenage Pregnancy”





“Negative peer pressure leads to experimentation”





“Transferring teachers is transferring the problem:


They should be placed before the Courts.”





It’s Time we recognise that we belong to the human race….


One People, One Nation


With one Destiny








“WHAT THE YOUTH SAYS”
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